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  World English Bible British Edition

1 At that time, Herod* the tetrarch heard the report

concerning Jesus, 2 and said to his servants, “This is

John the Baptiser. He is risen from the dead. That is

why these powers work in him.” 3 For Herod had

arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison for

the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. 4 For

John said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”

5 When he would have put him to death, he feared

the multitude, because they counted him as a

prophet.

* See information below about the Herod family

Why did Herod

put John the

Baptiser in

prison?

6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of

Herodias danced amongst them and pleased Herod.

7 Therefore he promised with an oath to give her

whatever she should ask. 8 She, being prompted by

her mother, said, “Give me here on a platter the head

of John the Baptiser.” 9 The king was grieved, but for

the sake of his oaths and of those who sat at the

table with him, he commanded it to be given, 10 and

he sent and beheaded John in the prison. 11 His

head was brought on a platter and given to the young

lady; and she brought it to her mother. 

What did

Herod’s oath

lead him to do

to John the

Baptiser?

 12 His disciples came, took the body, and buried it.

Then they went and told Jesus. 13 Now when Jesus

heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a

deserted place apart. When the multitudes heard it,

they followed him on foot from the cities. 

What did John’s

disciples do

after his death,

and what did

Jesus then do?

 14 Jesus went out, and he saw a great multitude. He

had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15

When evening had come, his disciples came to him,

saying, “This place is deserted, and the hour is

already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may

go into the villages, and buy themselves food.” 16 But

Jesus said to them, “They don’t need to go away. You

give them something to eat.” 17 They told him, “We

only have here five loaves and two fish.” 18 He said,

“Bring them here to me.” 19 He commanded the

multitudes to sit down on the grass; and he took the

five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to

heaven, he blessed, broke and gave the loaves to the

disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. 20

They all ate and were filled. They took up twelve

baskets full of that which remained left over from the

broken pieces. 21 Those who ate were about five

thousand men, in addition to women and children. 

How many

loaves and fish

did Jesus use to

feed the large

crowd?

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the

boat and go ahead of him to the other side, while he

sent the multitudes away. 23 After he had sent the

multitudes away, he went up into the mountain by

himself to pray. When evening had come, he was

there alone. 

What did Jesus

do after he sent

the disciples

away in the

boat?

 24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea,

distressed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.

25 In the fourth watch of the night,* Jesus came to

them, walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw

him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying,

“It’s a ghost!” and they cried out for fear. 27 But

immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Cheer up!

It is I!  Don’t be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you,

command me to come to you on the waters.”

29 He said, “Come!” Peter stepped down from the

boat and walked on the waters to come to Jesus. 30

But when he saw that the wind was strong, he was

afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying,

“Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus stretched out

his hand, took hold of him, and said to him, “You of

little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got up

into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 Those who were in

the boat came and worshipped him, saying, “You are

truly the Son of God!” 

* The night was equally divided into four watches, so

the fourth watch is approximately 3:00 a.m. to

sunrise. 

What happened

when Peter

walked on the

water toward

Jesus?

34 When they had crossed over, they came to the

land of Gennesaret. 35 When the people of that place

recognised him, they sent into all that surrounding

region and brought to him all who were sick; 36 and

they begged him that they might just touch the fringe

of his garment. As many as touched it were made

whole. 

What happened

in the land of

Gennesaret?

The Herod family  

Selected members of the Herodian family and Roman governors who are

significant in New Testament events.

The family tree above includes only the Herodian family members in the

New Testament plus most of the Roman governors it mentions. It is not a

complete family tree. Boldface in the narrative statements below signifies

the person is referred to in the New Testament.

Earlier Outcomes: Attempt to kill the infant Jesus, execution of John the

Baptist, and the trial of Jesus

1. Herod the Great, founder of the dynasty, tried to kill the infant Jesus by

the “slaughter of the innocents” at Bethlehem.

2. Herod Philip, uncle and first husband of Herodias, was not a ruler.

3. Herodias left Herod Philip to marry his half-brother Herod Antipas,

Tetrarch of Galilee & Perea.

4. John the Baptist rebuked Antipas for marrying Herodias, his

brother’s wife, while his brother was still alive—against the law of Moses.

5. Salome danced for Herod Antipas and, at Herodias’s direction,

requested the beheading of John the Baptist. Later she married her

great-uncle Philip the Tetrarch.

6. Herod Antipas, Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea (r. 4 B.C.E.–39 C.E.),

was Herodias’s uncle and second husband. After Salome’s dance and

his rash promise, he executed John the Baptist. Much later he held part

of Jesus’ trial.

7. Herod Archelaus, Ethnarch of Judea, Samaria and Idumea (r. 4

B.C.E.–6 C.E.), was replaced by a series of Roman governors, including

Pontius Pilate (r. 26–36 C.E.).

8. Philip the Tetrarch of northern territories (r. 4 B.C.E.–34 C.E.) later

married Herodias’s daughter Salome, his grandniece.

Later Outcomes: Execution of James the son of Zebedee, imprisonment

of Peter to execute him, and the trial of Paul

9. King Herod Agrippa I (r. 37–44 C.E.) executed James the son of

Zebedee and imprisoned Peter before his miraculous escape.

10. Berenice, twice widowed, left her third husband to be with brother

Agrippa II (rumoured lover) and was with him at Festus’s trial of Paul.

11. King Herod Agrippa II (r. 50–c. 93 C.E.) was appointed by Festus to

hear Paul’s defence.

12. Antonius Felix, Roman procurator of Judea (r. 52–c. 59 C.E.), Paul’s

first judge, left him in prison for two years until new procurator Porcius

Festus (r. c. 60–62 C.E.) became the second judge, and Paul appealed

to Caesar.

13. Drusilla left her first husband to marry Roman governor Felix.
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